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Draft of the Greeting for the Memorial Book of the Gaza Artists

BEAASVRAFFEERAER 7 —-F -7 4

In celebration of the publication of the memorial book for the Gaza Artist Bridge Exhibition,
I extend my greetings.

Art is an international language. Art is a connection between people with different
backgrounds, culture, and ways of thinking. On this occasion, these drawings are able to tell
the Japanese people about the situation in Palestine.

Palestinian people are continuing to suffer from a severe situation, military occupation. The
people in Gaza live in a “jail without a roof”’; they live under an economic blockade without
hardly enough resources and cannot leave Gaza without permission. Permission is only
granted after a long period of time or in most cases, never. On this occasion as well, three
artists had difficulty in simply visiting Japan. The people in The West Bank feel the
occupation much more intimately; walls, settlers, soldiers, and racial discrimination is part
of their daily life. However, art has not ceased to flourish.

Our first aim is for peace, and I believe the arts is part of the path towards coexistence.

Once again, I celebrate the publication of the memorial book and wish all those concerned
peace and continued success.
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